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COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Voting in council elections is voluntary, but the Electoral Commission of South Australia does keep records of who has 
voted and may contact you after the election to discuss your voting experience. ECSA may also contact you if you don’t 
vote to learn why.

Council elections are held every four years and are conducted entirely by post.

BALLOT PACKS

Most voters will receive only one ballot pack (a full entitlement).

Voters who have more properties or entitlements for other wards may receive additional ward ballot packs (ward only 
entitlements).

Ballot packs are being mailed progressively from Friday 14 October to Thursday 20 October 2022 and voters at the same 
address may not receive their ballot pack on the same day.

Voting closes at 5:00 pm 
Thursday 10 November 2022

Your voting guide - City of Adelaide

If you are missing any item from your ballot 
pack, call the 2022 Council Elections hotline 
on 1300 655 232 for replacement material.

1.	 Ballot paper(s) for your entitlement, see below.

2.	 A booklet of profiles for the candidates contesting the 
election(s).  

3.	 One ‘ballot paper envelope’ printed with your name 
and address.

4.	 A reply-paid envelope. 

1. Candidate profiles 2. Ballot paper(s) 3. Ballot paper envelope

4. Reply-paid envelope

THE CONTENTS OF YOUR BALLOT PACK For a full entitlement ballot pack you will receive  
3 ballot papers:

•	 Lord Mayor

•	 area councillor

•	 ward councillor.

For a ward-only entitlement ballot pack you will 
receive only 1 ballot paper for the ward councillor.

VOTING

You are entitled to vote in council elections if you are:

•	 voting in your own right as a natural person

•	 an authorised officer of a body corporate acting on 
behalf of that body corporate

•	 a member of a group of persons acting on behalf of 
that group; and you are on the council voters roll as a 
resident, owner, or occupier of a rateable property.

You can only vote once in any election

If you are an authorised officer of a body corporate or 
a member of a group who receives more than one full 
entitlement ballot pack:

•	 you may only complete and return one full entitlement 
ballot pack.

•	 additional full entitlement ballot packs should be 
completed by another authorised officer of the body 
corporate or member of the group.

If you receive multiple ward-only ballot packs, you may 
complete these ensuring you personally vote only once in 
each ward election.

Concerns regarding eligibility on multiple entitlements 
should be directed to:  
City of Adelaide - Rates and Valuation Team  
on 8203 7128 or 8203 7129
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NEED ASSISTANCE? 

COMPLETING THE BALLOT 
PAPER(S)
If a voter has a disability and cannot 
mark their ballot paper(s), they may 
direct another person of their choice 
to complete the ballot paper(s) so 
long as that person is not a candidate 
or acting on behalf of a candidate.

COMPLETING THE DECLARATION
If a voter is unable to sign their name 
on the declaration flap of the ballot 
paper envelope, they should make a 
mark in the signature space and have 
a witness sign alongside to confirm 
the voter made the mark.

If the voter is physically unable to 
make their mark, they can still vote, 
but their assistant must call the voting 
hotline on 1300 655 232 for further 
directions and obtain a code to write 
on the declaration flap of the ballot 
paper envelope in place of a signature 
or mark.

POWER OF ATTORNEY
A power of attorney cannot be used 
to vote or sign on behalf of another 
person.

Further information about voting in 
the council elections can be found 
at councilelections.sa.gov.au, or you 
can call the 2022 Council Elections 
hotline on 1300 655 232.

Live local. Vote local. 

or visit - www.ecsa.sa.gov.au
If you require information in other languages, you can 
call an interpreter on 13 14 50 and ask to be connected 
to the the Electoral Commission SA on 1300 655 232.

 RETURNING YOUR BALLOT PAPER(S)

Place your completed ballot paper(s) in the ‘ballot paper 
envelope’, seal the envelope and complete the details on 
the flap, including signing the declaration. 

Make sure you don’t remove the flap of the ‘ballot 
paper envelope’, (Your details are used to confirm your 
voting entitlement and mark you off the electoral roll. 
The Electoral Commission SA will then remove the flap to 
ensure that your vote remains secret).

Place your sealed and signed ‘ballot paper envelope’ into 
the reply-paid envelope provided and mail it as soon as 
possible. No stamp is required.

For your vote to count, it must be received by the Electoral 
Commission of South Australia no later than the close of 
voting, 5:00 pm on Thursday 10 November 2022. 

Make sure you post your ballot paper(s) as soon as 
possible to avoid delivery delays.

BALLOT PAPER
City of Sampleton

ELECTION OF 2 COUNCILLORS FOR 
EXAMPLE WARD

CANDIDATES

CANDIDATE, Name

CANDIDATE, Name

CANDIDATE, Name

CANDIDATE, Name

DIRECTIONS:

CODE
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M
P
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E

TRANSLATIONS

HOW TO VOTE
	� Follow the instructions printed on each ballot paper.
	� For your vote to count, you must number at least as many boxes as 

there are vacancies in the election (the number of positions is listed 
at the top of the ballot paper).

	� You must number them in order of your choice, starting at 1 for the 
candidate who is your first choice, 2 for your second choice and so 
on until you have numbered as many boxes as there are vacancies. 


